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THE DIMINUTION OF GAMLE.
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EVANSVILLE, IND.

EprrorR AMERICAN Frenp:—I have just read Mr. Gal-
breath’s communication in the AMERICAN FIELD of Sep-
tember 26, condemning the wanton destruction of game,
and I but give expression to the sentiment of every true
sportsman when I say that 1 indorse every word he says'in
denunciation of the fiends who thus disgrace the name of
sportsman. B

While I am in favor of any means calculated to put a
stop to this cruel slaughter, the probabilities are that as
long as guns are made and mean men exist the slaughter
will go on. . : .

There are other causas at work, however, which are
just as destructive and fill the mind of the thoughtful
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gportsman with far greater apprenension than does the
«pot hunter” with a modern gun or the deer-slayer wity
his “iron bar.”’ Civilization, ax in hand, is rapidly de-
stroying our forests, and the mast-bearing timber hag
almost entirely disappeared where, twenty years ago, it
grew in abundance. Our sloughs, swamps and marshes are
peing ditched gnd tiled and our opan prairies brought
under cultivation. Thus the larger game is driven from
its haunts; the migratory mast-aating birds find their feed-

ing grounds converted into wheat fields and the ducks find
the marshes turnad into moaadows and cornfislds.
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Less than thirty miles from this city is a lake which now
covers more than four thousand acres of land. Although
comparatively unknown, this is one of the finest hun};tliti
resorts in the couatry, as ducks and geese congregate’ She
during the season by the hundred thousand. I ventu'l‘evast
prediction, however, that in less than ten years this dred
body of land will be drained and bearing opehut .
bushels of corn to the acre. croach

Thus wanton slaughter on the one hand and the en {nate
ments of civilization on the other bid fair t0 ex;ﬁ:n;ports
all kinds of game. It is a gloomy prospect for ! ¢ at the
man of the future. He will have to find amuseme™ * =,
trap or fall back on the English sparrow, ki i ANSTON:
survive both slaughter and famine. w. L Jo
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