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the individuals that they literally shut out the light of the
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«un for hours.
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a trip to the prairies west ol Ulney, hichland Uounty 0113;11\11;
8, will give an idea of the number of species and individyg)

which inhabited the central state even as late as 1871, My,
writer is none other than the Vener-able quert R1dgway and
the article appears in the introduction to his, ¢‘The Ornitho].

ogy of Illinois’’ Part 1{ page 114 ‘
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“The day was a delightful one; for, although the heat
ranged above 80 degrees, the fresh prairie breeze tempered it
to a delightful mildness. Resting upon the cool green swarg
in the shade of a large elm in the hollow, our ears were de-
lighted by such a chorus of bird songs as we have hearq
nowherc else. Among the leafy arches overhead the Balt.
more Orioles whistled their mellow flute-like notes, aceom-
panied by the soft contented warble and joyous carol of the
‘Warbling and Red-eyed Vireos; the birds of the meadow were
chanting on every hand their several ditties, while the breeze
wafted to us the songs of various woodland species. In the
serubby jungle, a Mocking-bird filled the air with his rich
medley of varied notes, the singer leaping in restless cestacy
from branch to branch, with drooping wings and spread tail,
or flitting from tree to tree as he sang. A Brown Thrasher
poured forth a ceaseless accompaniment as he sat perched
sedately upon the summit of a small vine-canopied tree—a
contrast in bearing to the restive, sportive Mimus, his rival in
vigor, and superior in sweetness, of song. Several Yellow-
breasted Chats interpolated their loud ecat-calls, vehement
whistlings, and croaking notes. These three, loudest of the
songsters, well nigh drowned the voices of the smaller birds;
but in the brief intervals—‘between the acts’’—were heard
the fine and sweet, though plaintive song of the little Field
Sparrow, the pleasant notes of the Chewink, the rich whist-
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lings of the Cﬁrdin‘al, 'a}nd':c}}eT clear, proud call of Bob White.
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inety-five species were seen by this eminent gy
tholoI(?i Satl%nnélrllgts}’mf;‘;l pfairies, while the 'bII‘dS mfthe nelghbm_
ing woods brought the total to one hundred and OTLY Speciey,
allbprobably breeding within a radius of five miles, As large
a number of regular summer rCSldOIltS’,aS .any locz_lhty of
equal extent in North America can boast,’? said Mr. Rldgw.ay,

As a comparison, I wish to say that, at the present timg
although but fifty years later, a collcctor hunting through
the same territory during the same month would be fortunate
to record fifty to sixty summer residonts, The writer while
listing birds at the height of the migration season has never
been able to record more than 105 species in one day, while
tl%e average number during the summey months is more nearly
fifty.
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In 1818 at the time Illinois entered the Union as a state,
the territory within its boundaries was a wilderness of woods,
rivers, swamps, and prairies, penetrated occasionally by wind-
ing game trails and cultivated only on a few prominent situa-
tions along the rivers where a tiny fort gave protection to a
meager village.

Here in the very heart of America, lay Illinois, a veri-
table bird land, which was due to its ideal geographical lo-
cation; to the great variety of physiographical conditions;

and to the growth of nearly every type of vegetation required
by the bird home-seeker.
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So ideal were the conditions that thousands of birds
stopped their travels here, and many a southern bird strayed
northward and spent happy weeks in these solitudes. Ocea-
sional reports of the appearance of the Roseate Spoonbill and
the Anhinga have come down to us and no doubt many other
rare southern varieties unknown to wus, frequented these
woods when conditions were most ideal.
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Probably the most unusual of all the sights oceurring in
these woods were the flights of the Passenger Pigeons goins
into roost or returning to their nesting sites. Flocks number-
ing into the millions would approach the roosting site, their
wings making a noise resembling thunder. Here they would
settle in the trees in such numbers that their weight would
often break the limbs. In the morning the flocks would 1eav$
for their feeding grounds and so great were the numbers
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