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The present condition of the subject is a contradiction to
the statement, of the gentleman, that the rich only would be
Denefited by the abolishment of Spring shooting and are
benefiteq by the enactment of game laws. Nine years ago
Fhere Wwere very few game preserves—not over half a dozen
In the entire country, one of which was owned in Chicago.
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At the present time residents of Chicago own seven, and
others are being negotiated for. St. Louis owns almost, if
not, as many, and the sportsmen of New York, Brooklyn,
Philadelphia, Boston, Baltimore, Washington, Pittsburgh,
Cincinnati, Indianapolis, Milwaukee, St. Paul, Burlington,
and those of almost every city of any size own preserves.
Consequently the places which were open to shooters at
large are now private property.
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 There must have been some cause to bring about thiscon-
dition, and it is to be found in the fact that the number of
birds each year got fewer and the difficulty of obtaining a
day’s good shooting became more difficult; therefore the
men who had the money to buy preserves saw that the
difficulties existing then would increase each year, and the
only way to obviate them was to obtain grounds on which
they could preserve the shooting.

Thus it must be transparent to him who will look at the
condition of things as they have existed and do exist, that
while the rich are not exempt from the benefits of protect-
ing game they are in a position to suffer far less than
the man of moderate means and the poor man, for they can
buy the grounds on which they can preserve game, and to
use the gentleman’s own words, “they can go way up North
in the Fall,” or South in the Winter, as their inclinations
may lead them.

It is to the interest of all who shoot to protect the game,
as all must be benefited by it, but the man of moderate
means and the poor man, who can not afford the money or
time to travel long distances, are most interested in its pro-
tection, as with moderate bags and proper protection, all,
rich, men of moderate means and poor men, would find
sufficient to satisfy a true sportsman’s desires; an infernal
game butcher is not to be considered, as he requires the
whole earth to satisfy his insatiate appetite.

" It is in the interest of the man of moderate means and
the poor man that we have labored for the abolishment of
Spring shooting, have discountenanced large guns, large
bags, and shooting out of season, aud they of all men are
the ones who should rally to our support and aid us, for in
doing so they are preserving and perpetuating their pleas-
ure. If they fail to do so, and join in the mad demand to
shoot whenever they can, merely because they can, utterly
irrespective of the future consequences of doing so, they
are blind fools, and are rushing on their own deprivations.
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Supply and demand regulate everything; shooting pre-
Sérves are not an exception. If the present infamous
slaughter, idiotic shooting during the breeding season, and
damnable violation of the laws are continued, the difficulty
of obtaining good shooting must be increased, and in pro-
portion as the difficulty increases the demand for preserves
will increase,and it will be a short time when those only who
have preserves will be able to shoot game birds; all others
will have to confine themselves to trap shooting at mechan-
ical inventions. Even the public forests will not be open to
them, for they, too, Wlll have been depopulated of their
denizens.
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